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ADVANCING EQUITY FOR WOMEN AND GIRLS THROUGH  
ADVOCACY, EDUCATION, PHILANTHROPY, AND RESEARCH 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
AAUW Torrance presents former 

Torrance City Clerk 
     

    on Civil Discourse:  
  Dialogue and Listening to your 

Community 
 
 
 
Sue Herbers retired from her post as the elected City Clerk in the city 

of Torrance after 20 years of service (1994-2014).  She served five consecutive 
terms administering democratic processes including oversight of elections and 
providing access to public records and all legislative actions ensuring 
transparency to the public. She also acted as the compliance officer for federal, 
state and local statutes including the Political Reform Act, the Brown Act, and the 
Public Records Act and worked collaboratively with the councils and management 
team to meet the expectations of the public in all areas. She was honored with the 
Voter Outreach Award in 2014 by the City Clerks Association of California for her 
work on the TorranceVotes election website. 

Locally she remains committed to active involvement with community 
groups such as the Torrance Historical Society (currently serving on the Board), 
Torrance Area League of Women Voters (past holder of multiple Board positions), 
Arts Council of Torrance (charter member) and the Friends of Torrance Theater 
Company (charter member).   

Ms. Herbers maintains membership in the City Clerk Association of 
California and the International Institute of Municipal Clerks and shares her 
experiences with peers as a municipal clerk mentor and consultant.  After joining 
the National Coalition for Dialogue and Deliberation and attending its 2014 
conference in Reston, VA she is exploring all avenues of civic engagement while 
following her lifelong passion for civic service and community involvement. 

 

 
Be sure to bring your coffee cup and enjoy individually brewed coffee or tea from 

our Keurig along with a light snack. 
 

Location:  Torrance Airport Community Room 
3301 Airport Drive, Torrance  (Between Hawthorne & Crenshaw at Zamperini Way) 

 

 
Free and open to the public. 

	Torrance	Branch	AAUW,	P.O.	Box	1392,	Torrance,	CA		90505	aauwtorrance@gmail.com				http://torrance-ca.aauw.net	
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				filmgroup@earthlink.com	
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eslexpert_99@yahoo.com	

	

BRANCH	HISTORIANS	
Pat	Carroll	tnpcarroll@aol.com		
Rachel	Ambrose,	
rambrose@rocketmail.com	

PARLIAMENTARIAN	
Pat	Arnett,	acashel@att.net	
	

HOSPITALITY	–	open	

	



 
TORRANCE	TELEGRAM	 	 	 	 	 	 														 	 	 	 January	2017	

	

	 2	

 
 

President’s Message 
 

 
 

 
	  

2016-17 EXECUTIVE BOARD 
 

PRESIDENT 
Elaine	Bohrer	
elnbohrer@aol.com	
	

   TREASURER	
Keri	Gilbert	
Kerig9@gmail.com	
	

MEMBERSHIP	VP	
Gloria	Liu	
Glsb7891@gmail.com	

 

PROGRAM	VP	
Jamie	Watson	
Hightea322@yahoo.com	

 

RECORDING	SECRETARY	
Nancy	Kenney	
Nancykenney365@msn.com	

 
AAUW	FUND	VP	-	open	

 
At our first branch program of the year, coming up on January 14, we will present 
former Torrance City Clerk Sue Herbers.  Be sure to attend this Saturday morning 
event and hear about the importance of Civil Discourse. (Please see the flyer on page 
one.)   
 
2018 will be the 50th anniversary of the Torrance Branch!  We all need to start 
actively looking for members to assume board positions for the 2017-18 branch year.   
Perhaps some formerly active board members from years past would like to step up 
and lead us into our 50th year?  Remember, most board positions can be shared.  Also, 
you should know that AAUW California State President Donna Mertens has already 
agreed to speak to us at our anniversary celebration! 
 
Plans are well underway for our fourth annual AFTERNOON TEA FUNDRAISER, 
coming up on April 29th.  Please see the notice below from Pat Arnett, our Tea 
Committee Chair.  
 
Our next board meeting will be at my house on January 3, 2017.  Elaine 
	

May you all have a healthy and happy New Year as we look forward to our signature Education Fund event, the April 
29, 2017 Tea at the Toyota Automobile Museum.  While your Teatime Committee continues to work diligently 
planning and executing the event, they are only one part of the whole needed to have a success.  It begins with the 
table stagers, and we thank Susan Negrete for joining the group giving us 14 tables, just two short of our much 
needed number.  Again, please consider staging a table alone or with a friend so we can assure those who attended 
last year will have a seat. 

Now is the time for the entire branch to actively support the silent auction.  We must have as many items as 
possible on display in order to have a successful auction.  So please begin to request donations from vendors you 
patronize or perhaps from creative people you associate with.  My art teacher is creating a special piece for our 
event and all I had to do was ask. 

Please feel free to call or email me with any questions.  The Teatime Committee will hold their monthly meeting 
Tuesday, January 24 at 7PM at my home.       Pat Arnett, Teatime Chair 
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Educational Partnership Committee 
 

   Happy New Year! EPC is starting the year with a bang! Please note our meeting change. Our next EPC meeting will be held on 
TUESDAY, January 17, 2017 at 6:30 pm at Moog, 20263 S. Western Ave., Torrance. Please RSVP to Gloria Liu 
glsb7891@gmail.com to get admittance. 
 
   This meeting will be especially for the School Buddies to learn about the procedure of going to the middle schools to meet and interview 
the girls who have been nominated by their math and science teachers. That evening the school buddies will pick up their Application 
packets with all the instructions and information needed to visit the schools and interview the nominees for Tech Trek Camp. We need all 
the School Buddies to attend this meeting! Some of our procedures have changed and we need everyone on the same page! 
 
What’s happening now: 
   All 15 middle schools sent in their nominations by Dec 16! Miracle of miracles, though not without reminders and some prompting.  Of 
course, there were the usual glitches: too few names, too many names, two lists sent that don’t match, but everybody, teachers and 
principals were very cooperative. Our earlier timing worked out well. 
 
What’s next: 
   We have many School Buddy volunteers! Thank you very much. One new School Buddy will need a Go-with the first time she goes to a 
school, so we need a volunteer to go with her. 
   Peggy Monga will be in touch with the School Buddies to tell them their assigned school(s) and to give them the names of their nominees. 
SB’s will also get the names of last year’s Tech Trekkers, so they can invite them to the meeting too.  It is very effective to have a peer 
talk to the new nominees. Once the School Buddies get their info, they should contact their schools and MAKE THEIR APPONTMENTS. Do 
not wait until you have picked up your packets to do this. Time is short, and your meeting(s) needs to be scheduled between Wed. Jan 18 
and Fri. Jan 27. 
 
   Prior to our Jan 17 meeting, we will have a copy/stuff session, scheduled for Saturday, Jan 14 in the community room of  Nancy Brock’s 
residence, 21345 Hawthorne Blvd.  Time is TBD. 
We need to: 

1. Download and edit the state/national forms for the Application packets. 
2. Update/edit the pages/instructions that EPC includes. 
3. Update the School Buddy Script, instructions, and forms for SB use. 
4. Make copies of the forms—Janice Pomerantz has volunteered to do this for us. 
5. Print up the envelopes needed for the packets--#10s and #9s. Athena Paquette has volunteered to do this for us. 
6. Locate or buy other materials needed to put in the Application packets and bring them to the copy/stuff session. 
7. NOTE: in all these packets there is one of two possible return addresses, either Peggy Monga’s or Susan Negrete’s. So when we 

edit/copy/assemble our documents, we need to keep the sets straight. Peggy gets TUSD schools, and Susan gets RBUSD and 
LAUSD schools. 

Some details still need to be ironed out, but we are on our way. If you can help at our copy/stuff session for about 2 hours, please let Peggy 
Monga know. Some of you have already volunteered. 
 
After that: 
   Once the School Buddies have met with the girls and given them their Application packets, the girls will send in their Applications and 
teachers will send in Letters of Recommendation. There is always a lot of follow-up to get everything in. 
   Then we have to prepare for READING. We have at least 3 members read the Applications for one school. Sometimes Corporate sponsors 
read also. Each reader ranks the girls and the Reader Captain for that school (usually the School Buddy) consolidates the rankings, 
conferring with the readers, as necessary, to come up with a final ranking.  
   Reading is something you can do in the comfort of your own home after you have picked up your Reader packets, currently scheduled 
for our March 9 EPC meeting.  The rankings are due around the 20th of March.  It is a valuable and necessary part of our program, and 
it also is very interesting to learn about the nominees. We hope that you will consider helping with Reading. We show you what to do, 
and provide forms for your use. Again, contact Peggy Monga if you are interested. May 2017 be a happy and healthy year for all. We 
continue to send healing wishes to Karen Hassen.  
 
Margot Sullivan 
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Interest Groups 

 
Diversity Book Group 
Date & Time: Friday, January 20, 6:30pm  
At the home of Ann Dupuy 
RSVP to Lydia Hachmeister McCarver at lydiaemcbh@yahoo.com  
 

Rosalind Franklin, the Dark Lady of DNA by Brenda Maddox 
In 1962, Maurice Wilkins, Francis Crick, and James Watson received the Nobel Prize, but it was Rosalind Franklin's 
data and photographs of DNA that led to their discovery.  Brenda Maddox tells a powerful story of a remarkably 
single-minded, forthright, and tempestuous young woman who, at the age of fifteen, decided she was going to be a 
scientist, but who was airbrushed out of the greatest scientific discovery of the twentieth century. 
 
Evening Literature Group 
Date & Time: Tuesday, January 24, 7:30pm  
At the home of Kay Odgers 
RSVP to Lisa Blank at 310-835-9613 or girlphd@juno.com. 
 
Baking Cakes in Kigali by Gaile Parkin 
The story of Angel Tungaraza: mother, cake baker, pillar of her community, keeper of secrets big and small. Angel’s 
kitchen is an oasis in the heart of Rwanda, where visitors stop to order cakes but end up sharing their stories, 
transforming their lives, leaving with new hope. In this vibrant setting, unexpected things are beginning to happen and 
a chain of events unfolds that will change Angel’s life and the lives of those around her in the most astonishing ways. 
 
Coming in February: On the Move: A Life by Oliver Sacks 
 
WIT  
TOPIC:    Annual Business Meeting - Have ideas for topics, outings, new ways to do old things (meeting)? Bring 
it and let's discuss! 
Date & Time: Wednesday, January 4, 7:00 - 8:30 pm 
PLACE:  Private Residence 
Please RSVP BY Tuesday, January 3, to Susan at susimone@aol.com  
Or, for questions, call 310-377-0642. 
 
Film Group 
Date & Time: Wednesday, January 25, 7:00 pm  
At the home of Rachel Ambrose 
RSVP to 310-373-5620 or rambrose@rocketmail.com 
 
Families and friends reassess relationships amid tragedy. Both are available at Torrance and Redondo Libraries 
(search under DVDs) and on Netflix DVD.  Join us for light refreshments and conversation. Everybody’s a critic! 
 
ORDINARY PEOPLE (1980)(2001)(Rated R for adult situations, language). Everything is in its proper place in the 
Jarrett household -- except the past. Mary Tyler Moore scored an Oscar nomination for her role as repressed 
mother Beth Jarrett, whose favorite son has died, leaving her with another (Timothy Hutton) she can barely tolerate. 
The film also won four Academy Awards, including Best Picture, Best Director (Robert Redford, in his directorial 
debut), Best Adapted Screenplay and Best Supporting Actor for young Hutton. Ebert 4 stars.  
 
THE BIG CHILL (1983)(1998)(Rated R for sexuality, language and some drug use) After years apart, a group of 
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Interest Groups, continued 

 
Film Group, cont. 
 
idealistic former college buddies (William Hurt, Kevin Kline, Glenn Close, JoBeth Williams, Mary Kay Place, Tom 
Berenger and Jeff Goldblum) who've followed divergent paths as adults reunite at the funeral of one of their own, 
reconnecting and reminiscing while a soundtrack of 1960s hits plays in the background. The ensemble performance in 
this Oscar-nominated dramatic comedy reflected the period's baby boomer angst. Nominated for three Oscars—Best 
Picture, Supporting Actress and Screenplay.  

 
 


